Gorilla
Enabling UHD HDR grading and IMF delivery to Netflix
Legendary Cardiff post house Gorilla have always relied on
Baselight for colour grading, but when they got the opportunity
to collaborate on a Netflix series with Goldcrest’s Jet Omoshebi,
they found themselves in need of a Resolve suite that could
handle UHD HDR Dolby Vision, delivered to Netflix’s exacting
specifications. Luckily, our Cardiff team were on hand to
help them out…

“When we started grading, a long time ago now, it was all about
the kit,” said Gorilla Group MD Richard Moss. “Now, all clients want
to know is who the colourist is, and the box is the colourist’s choice.
Jet and the rest of the Goldcrest team are all on Jigsaw24-built
Resolve systems, so it was a no-brainer to ask Jigsaw24 about
this job.”

Building a high-end multi-purpose suite

In a nutshell...
Who are they?
Gorilla are Wales’s largest production and post facility,
with a service portfolio that spans live production,
outside broadcast, editing, dubbing and grading. Their
work includes the BBC’s Bargain Hunt and the Broadcast
Award-winning Extreme Cake Makers.
What did they need?
Gorilla were grading a Netflix/Channel 4 co-production,
Traitors, and needed a setup that would let them grade
and deliver content to Netflix’s exacting specifications,
including support for UHD HDR grading, Dolby Vision
and IMF delivery.

But this was no standard system. The project was also Gorilla’s first
time working in Dolby Vision HDR, and it had to be delivered in
IMF format. “Putting all that together was one of the most exciting
things about delivering the series,” said Richard. “The advice from
Jigsaw24 was excellent, and we were very keen to engage with
them and go through the process of custom building something that
would suit our needs for this sort of high-end work, but also have
the versatility we’d need to use it for other things as well.”
The system is built around a high-spec HP Z8 workstation running
Linux. “The Z8 is a beast of a crate, and it’s incredibly flexible, so
there’s not much you can’t do with it,” Richard told us. “For this
setup, we had an external unit with Nvidia GPU cards, a huge
number of SSD slots for local storage and 40Gb Ethernet. The great
thing is, we can use this crate for Resolve, Avid, Flame, Transkoder
or any number of other things, so we have a multi-purpose room
that can be used for whatever the business needs.”

How did we help?
We kitted out a new multipurpose room at Gorilla’s
Cardiff HQ, then prepped it to spend its first six months
as a high-end grading suite, complete with Resolve
Advanced and Mini panels, a versatile HP Z8 workstation,
and HDR monitoring. We also provide all of Gorilla’s
Avid support.
What are the benefits?
• A versatile multipurpose room that allows Gorilla
to accommodate a broad range of projects.
• Future proof grading and delivery system capable
of meeting Netflix delivery standards.
• Local, reliable support and ongoing advice for the
grading suite and all of Gorilla’s 100-plus Avid systems.
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Getting hands-on with Resolve

Keeping things local

Once their suite was set up and Resolve was ready to go, we
loaned Gorilla a set of Resolve Advanced panels so that they could
achieve the precision they needed more quickly. “The panels are
very intuitive, and the range is very versatile. We can set up multiple
Resolve systems, look at each project and either use the Advanced
or Mini panel depending on what the job needs.”

When we’re not building them mammoth grading workstations, we
provide support for all 100-plus of Gorilla’s Avid editors, and are
working with them on new fixed rig equipment.

The initial project went so well that Gorilla are now grading another
project in Resolve, and now offer a choice of Baselight or Resolve
to clients. “The availability of editors and freelancers who know
Resolve is excellent, and for us to have gone from not having
Resolve to having two projects running through it simultaneously
just shows how it’s being picked up in the marketplace,” said
Richard. “We’ve already had to put on another
Resolve workstation.”

“Jigsaw24 having a local department is crucial,” said Richard. “When
something goes wrong, we need support quickly. And when there’s
nothing wrong, it’s great that the team can come in and catch us
up on new products and developments. We’ve been doing a lot
of fixed rig work recently, and we’ve managed to take affordable
Blackmagic Design products and integrate them with our existing
systems in a really clever way to create some nice boutique
solutions, and that’s all made simple by the fact that there’s a local
Jigsaw24 team around to discuss things with.”
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